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1631 June 29, 1900 

Case of smallpox in Wheeling, W. Va. 

Wheeling, W. Va., June 22, 1900. 
Sib : A man was admitted to Wheeling hospital in the night of 12th 
instant. On the 14th the case was diagnosticated as smallpox and 
patient removed to Municipal Hospital. It is a severe case of discrete 
form, almost confluent on face ; originated in Murray, Hocking County, 
Ohio. 

Eespectfully, S. L. Jepson, M. D., 

Health Officer. 

Steamers bringing immigrants to Port Tovmsend do not comply with the law. 

Port Townsend, Wash., June IS, 1900. 

SiE : I have the honor to inform you that it is extremely difficult to 
make the steamship companies bringing immigrants to this port live up 
to the letter of the law. They are continually introducing tramp 
vessels among their regular liners, whose officers are unfamiliar with 
our requirements, and, being inadequately instructed by the company 
before departure, small and great irregularities as a consequence are 
continuously occurring. The vessels are by no means kept in as 
hygienic a condition as they should be. This is bad enough on board 
of steamers coming from clean ports, but from infected places, like 
Hongkong, it certainly is a source of great danger. The steamship 
Queen Adelaide, of the Northern Pacific Line, came in yesterday in a 
condition almost beyond belief. Her water-closets were filthy, her deck 
and forecastle covered with refuse of all kinds, and her steerage simply 
indescribable. * * * 

A mass of old matting, the remains of food, dust, and dirt to the 
depth of 1 inch covered the floor, and other discarded articles and old 
lumber were scattered around. * * * Sixteen men could not be 
accounted for. * * * As required by the bill of health, the doctor 
could not speak English. I started to send this vessel to the station 
for a thorough mechanical cleaning up. After considerable reflection 
I decided to allow this one to pass and address a letter to the company, 
informing them of these matters and giving them notice that a recur- 
rence of such conditions would most certainly lead to the detention'and 
redisinfection of their vessels here. I wrote them a letter on the same 
line some weeks ago, and now, with this second notice, consider they 
had fair warning and would justly deserve any penalty that may be 
inflicted for a repetition of this offence. 

In regard to the matter of surgeons on board, I would invite your 
attention to the fact that they are placing Japanese on board in this 
capacity, who can not speak English, vCho appear to have no medical 
qualifications, and who are held in no respect by the masters of the ves- 
sels. It is impossible to obtain any intelligent information from them 
concerning any cases of illness that may have occurred en route, and as 
far as we are concerned they might just as well make no pretense of car- 
rying a surgeon. 

I think something should be done to compel them to carry men who 
speak English and one of some medical intelligence. I have notified 
the company concerning all these matters, and think that if the vessel 
is held here for a few days, they would soon rectify them. There are 
other sufficient reasons, as covered by the regulations, for which we 
could hold the vessel besides that of pure filthiness, and I have written 



